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Recognition of the diploma to obtain access 

to higher education or to the labour market. 

 

You need to think about recognition issues    

at the start of the JP development process    

in order to facilitate future recognition of the 

diploma. 

 

What is recognition? 
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Check national requirements (e.g. for the curriculum) in all partner 

countries for acccess to education and work at an early stage. 

Contact national ministries for education & ENIC-NARIC centres. 

 

Check the European Area of Recognition EAR manual 

 

It explains the principles for recognition of international joint diplomas, 

as agreed in the Lisbon Recognition Convention (LRC). The LRC is a 

binding treaty for the signatory countries. 

 

Fundamental principle: foreign and international joint qualifications 

shall be recognised unless specific obstacles are evident. 

 

Advice 

http://eurorecognition.eu/manual/
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 Experiences with (awarding) 

joint degrees and diplomas? 

 

Format, languages, logos, 

signatures? 
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Many challenges left, all national 

 Examples: 

• Joint degrees are still not legally allowed in all countries in all cases; 

• Not all HE institutions are allowed to sign their own degrees; 

• National degree designs/templates don’t accommodate international joint 

degrees; 

• National implementation of the Diploma Supplement: not the original 

template, mandatory content (without international perspective); 

• Language requirements 

Many national requirements 
make the award of joint 

degrees difficult 
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Use international agreed good practice to 

facilitate recognition of your JP 

 a 
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For the consortium: 

 

1. All institutions in the consortium are recognised and/or accredited as HEIs 

in their (sub)national HE systems 

2. All HEIs in the consortium fully recognise the JP as a programme offered 

by their institution 

3. Each HEI in the consortium is entitled to legally offer this type of 

programme (level, discipline) as a JP, even if that institution is not involved 

in the awarding of the joint degree (that this programme leads to). 

 

For the joint programme:  

 

1. The JP is offered in accordance with all (sub)national legal frameworks 

2. The JP is quality assured and/or accredited as a joint programme 

Guidelines to facilitate recognition 
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1. The degree is awarded within the legal framework of all relevant HE systems 

 

2. The diploma refers to all relevant (sub)national legal frameworks 

 

3. HEI references & signatures must be limited to the degree-awarding institutions 

 

4. The diploma includes the full name of the degree as recognised within all legal 

frameworks 

 

 

Joint diploma - issues to consider  
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